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MUNICIPALITY OF SKAGWAY, ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. 19-32R
A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SKAGWAY, ALASKA EXPRESSING
THE MUNICIPALITY OF SKAGWAY’S SUPPORT FOR ALTERNATIVE 1 OF THE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF
INVENTORIED ROADLESS AREAS WITHIN THE TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST.
WHEREAS, the community of Skagway is highly dependent on tourism as its main
economic driver; and
WHEREAS, tourism in Skagway, the Inside Passage, and the broader region of
Southeast Alaska is dependent on maintaining pristine, wild landscapes of the
surrounding coastal temperate rainforest and the iconic wildlife it supports; and
WHEREAS, in 2001, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) finalized a management
plan for the Tongass National Forest, which includes the National Roadless Area
Conservation Rule (Roadless Rule) in response to disappearing wildlands and a road
maintenance backlog of $8.4 billion; and
WHERES, the intent of the Roadless Rule was to protect the social, economic, and
ecological values and characteristics of inventoried roadless areas from road construction
and reconstruction and certain timber harvest activities; and
WHEREAS, at the time of promulgation in 2001, the Roadless Rule had the most
extensive public involvement of any rulemaking process in the history of federal
rulemaking, generating over 1.6 million comments, the vast majority of which supported
the creation of a strong national policy protecting roadless areas; and
WHEREAS, inventoried roadless areas provide large, relatively undisturbed blocks of
important habitat for a variety of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife and plants; contribute to
healthy watersheds and clean drinking water; and provide extensive opportunities for
outdoor recreation and tourism; and
WHEREAS, the Roadless Rule protects some of the last remaining tracts of old-growth
forest habitat in the Tongass that contribute to the absorption of global warming pollution
and protect native animal species that rely on them; and
WHEREAS, roadless areas support subsistence lifestyles through hunting and fishing,
and support outdoor recreation and tourism industries; and
WHEREAS, the Roadless Rule contains a variety of exceptions that allow roadbuilding
for community access, hydropower projects, utility connectors, and other economic
development projects when they serve a legitimate public interest; and
WHEREAS, protection of these roadless areas in the Tongass National Forest is of local
and national importance; and

