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No changes to the Roadless Rule in Alaska! 
 
Dear Mr. Schmid, 
 
Dear Secretary Perdue, 
 
 
 
With this message I want to let you know that I'm strongly opposing any modification to the Roadless Rule in 
Alaska! These changes will undermine safeguards, and facilitate increased old-growth logging in the Tongass 
and the Chugach National Forests. Logging prohibitions contained within the Roadless Rule are a key 
component of the long-awaited transition away from old-growth clearcutting on the Tongass. The Roadless 
Rule protects over 2.5 million acres of productive old-growth (which constitutes half of the old-growth forests 
remaining on the Tongass) and prevents the fragmentation of large unbroken landscape. Rolling back the 
Roadless Rule in Alaska would ignore overwhelming public support, put wildlife and critical habitat at risk, and 
threaten access to safe drinking water. The rule change would be a step away from sustainable development 
and would run counter to the interests of all Americans, as well as Alaskans, and is not in the best interest of 
taxpayers. 
 
Scientists overwhelmingly agree that clear cutting of old growth trees for timber puts whole systems at risk and 
destroys wildlife habitats, yet the Forest Service's amendment to the Tongass plan allows clearcutting to 
continue for well over another ten years! 
 
This rule change will promote further, as well as rapid, destruction. Both the Tongass and the Chugach play a 
vital role in capturing excess carbon from the atmosphere and mitigating some of the impact of global warming, 
as well as providing ecosystems services that reach beyond Alaska. In Alaska, which experienced 
unprecedented heat waves this summer, the Tongass serves as a buffer against climate change. Much like the 
Amazon rainforest, the Tongass' stands of ancient trees are champions at absorbing greenhouse gas 
emissions, storing approximately 8 percent of the total carbon in all national forests of the lower 48 states. 
 
The Tongass National Forest is home to more than 9 million acres of roadless area. The Roadless Rule 
protects ecosystems, which, in turn, helps make the Tongass the country's single most important national 
forest for carbon sequestration and climate change 
 
mitigation. 
 
Again, I strongly urge you against granting any exemptions or exceptions to the Roadless Rule in Alaska, as is 
offered in alternative 1, and advise the Forest Service to refrain from pursuing an Alaska version of the 
Roadless Rule. Rather, continue to uphold the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, maintaining protections 
against logging and roadbuilding in Tongass roadless areas. 
 
The agency's mission is "Caring for the Land and Serving the People." The Forest Service should strive to 
protect the Tongass National Forest and ensure our public lands serve the people and wildlife of today and 
future generations. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sincerely: 
 
Ilhama Nasirova 
 
https://intheshadowofthewolf.com 
 



<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintheshadowofthewolf.com%2F2019%2
F10%2F17%2Fspeak-up-for-ancient-forests-wolves-and-wildlife-in-alaska%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2GgLb87T-
jXF9VoGs_zpKjx_rlZc139DQ8eCC7SxNn-
jxbieHsrqNq3AQ&data=02%7C01%7C%7C682f51215c354c425f7808d753b9e53c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867
ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637069930188122839&sdata=MwSyrHbSY5JlmqS01slf0XdDe9hqA2IHIjXvlC
acQ2I%3D&reserved=0> 
 
<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintheshadowofthewolf.com&data=02%7
C01%7C%7C682f51215c354c425f7808d753b9e53c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%
7C637069930188122839&sdata=GfCHPBl03twWE3RNTaPO9Q27vlVK6UyR9BH6Cfwv06M%3D&reserved=0
> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
intheshadowofthewolf 
 
I Am Wolf. Quietly I Will Endure. Silently I Will Suffer. Patiently I Will Wait. For I Am A Warrior. And I Will ... 
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