Date submitted (Alaskan Standard Time): 10/15/2018 8:56:24 AM
First name: Ashli
Last name: Carter
Organization:
Title:
Official Representative/Member Indicator:
Address1: 504 Greenwood Drive
Address2:
City: Franklin
State: KY
Province/Region:
Zip/Postal Code: 42134
Country: United States
Email: catsntrees@gmail.com
Phone: 270-776-3885
Comments:
The Honorable Sonny Perdue, Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250
Dear Secretary Perdue,
The Tongass is too great a treasure to allow even more logging and road building into pristine areas. Each of
those 800 to 1000 year old trees are worth more alive than they are shipped to China/Japan with the money
going into the timber company owners pocket, along with the Senators of Alaska's pockets as well. The
Tongass is a vital forest, full of endangered species that rely on it to stay roadless and intact. It is vitally
important that there is no modification to the Roadless Rule and no more logging in the Tongass is on the
books, as this is the American people's only temperate rainforest that is still intact and barely hanging on. It will
never be again once you give the okay to cut it down. It will never come back and support the flora and fauna
is supports right now. There will never be again a forest this old, this pristine, and it deserves the right to stay
intact. Do you really want to be the person that orders the destruction of this magnificent jewel? Is money that
only the rich people and legislators will see really worth cutting down forests older than this country?
I am writing to voice my opposition to any modification to the Roadless Rule in Alaska. The proposed changes
would undermine safeguards, and facilitate increased old-growth logging in the Tongass and the Chugach
National Forests. Logging prohibitions contained within the Roadless Rule are a key component of the longawaited transition away from old-growth clearcutting on the Tongass. The Roadless Rule protects over 2.5
million acres of productive old-growth (which constitutes half of the old-growth forests remaining on the
Tongass) and prevents the fragmentation of large unbroken landscape. Rolling back the Roadless Rule in
Alaska would ignore overwhelming public support, put wildlife and critical habitat at risk, and threaten access to
safe drinking water. The rule change would be a step away from sustainable development and would run
counter to the interests of all Americans, as well as Alaskans, and is not in the best interest of taxpayers.
Scientists overwhelmingly agree that clear cutting of old growth trees for timber puts whole systems at risk and
destroys wildlife habitats, yet the Forest Service's amendment to the Tongass plan allows clearcutting to
continue for well over another ten years. This rule change will promote further, as well as rapid, destruction.
Again, I strongly urge you against granting any exemptions or exceptions to the Roadless Rule in Alaska, and
advise the Forest Service to refrain from pursuing an Alaska version of the Roadless Rule. Rather, continue to
uphold the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, maintaining protections against logging and roadbuilding in
Tongass roadless areas.
The agency's mission is "Caring for the Land and Serving the People." The Forest Service should strive to
protect the Tongass National Forest and ensure our public lands serve the people and wildlife of today and
future generations.
Thank you for your time,

Ashli Carter

